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We write to you today with extreme concern over the Department’s unlawful hold on
funds for the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP). Executive Order 14154 directed
agencies to halt payments appropriated through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and the
bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA). The administration’s sudden stoppage
of this funding and the subsequent lack of clarity around the executive order’s implementation
has caused significant confusion and harm across the country. As Ranking Member Bishop and
other Members wrote to Acting Secretary Washington on February 6, halting funding for critical
USDA programs and pulling the rug out from under recipients runs counter to USDA’s mission
and will quickly and significantly cripple economic development in rural America, with a ripple
effect that hurts businesses and jobs that indirectly benefit from federal investment.

The administration’s move to freeze REAP funds has caused chaos that will harm
Americans across the country. The REAP program provides essential assistance for farmers and
small businesses in rural America to lower their energy costs, and this freeze leaves rural
communities in limbo. For example, $46 million has been withheld from recipients in the 15
congressional districts represented by members of the subcommittee, leaving 267 recipients with
no guidance from USDA on how to proceed with their projects. As we lay out in the enclosed
table of REAP awards withheld by congressional district, the administration’s lawless endeavor
to steal lawfully appropriated funds impacts thousands of ours and our colleagues’ constituents

from across the country, both Democratic and Republican.

We applaud last Monday’s court order which affirmed — yet again — that this funding
freeze must end. USDA must comply with the law and the courts and release REAP funding,
along with other appropriated funds being withheld from the American people. We further
remind you that the Department is required by law to report violations of the Impoundment

Control Act to Congress.



Please respond to the following questions:

=

What fiscal years of IRA/IIJA funding were paused?

2. Provide additional information on what information and criteria were planned for

the review of these programs.

3. Provide a list of projects for which funding had already been obligated and
disbursements were placed on hold.
4. What information has been provided to recipients whose funding was placed on

hold?

We look forward to your prompt response by February 28, 2025.

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.

Ranking Member,

Appropriations Subcommittee on
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies

Sincerely,
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Rosa L. DelLauro
Ranking Member

U.S. House Committee on
Appropriations





