
 

 

April 14, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi        The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the House          Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives        U.S. House of Representatives 

H-233, U.S. Capitol           H-204, U.S. Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515          Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy: 

 

As Congress moves toward consideration of a new round of economic relief and stimulus for the 

country in the wake of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, it will be necessary to ensure 

communities have the resources they need not only to mitigate economic impacts, but to build 

the infrastructure needed to detect and treat those infected with coronavirus, and to ensure 

necessary services are available to the most vulnerable.  With this in mind, we ask that you 

provide an additional increase to the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.  

 

During this crisis, CDBG funds provide a lifeline for states and communities throughout the 

country in a number of different ways.  In addition to providing grants and loans to impacted 

businesses and job training programs, they can also be used to protect the health of 

communities.1  CDBG funds are used to construct facilities for testing, diagnosing, and treatment 

for COVID-19 and other infectious diseases.  Grants and loans may also be used to expand 

businesses and hire people for the manufacturing of medical supplies and train those employees 

for these jobs. 

 

In addition to supporting distressed communities in rebuilding and supporting health care 

infrastructure, CDBG also provides crucial funding to programs like Meals on Wheels, which 

helps to ensure that senior citizens have access to hot meals when they are unable to obtain them 

on their own.  Unfortunately, the COVID-19 crisis is placing a significant burden on the 

program.  Ordinarily, Meals on Wheels provides meals to more than 2 million people each year.  

However, social distancing guidelines are having the dual effect of increasing the amount of 

older Americans forced to stay at home, while also straining the ability of the program to use 

volunteers it relies on as many fear getting sick.2  An additional increase in funding for CDBG 

can help programs like Meals on Wheels to adapt to these challenges, and continue providing 

meals to the elderly. 

 

We thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued support of states, cities, 

and towns impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.   

 

 

 
1 https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/Quick-Guide-CDBG-Infectious-Disease-Response.pdf 
2 https://www.aarp.org/home-family/friends-family/info-2020/meals-on-wheels.html 



Sincerely, 

 

 
 

David N. Cicilline 

Member of Congress 

 

Members of Congress Also Supporting: 

 

Cindy Axne  Joseph P. Kennedy, III 

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.  Daniel T. Kildee 

Ami Bera, M.D.  Derek Kilmer 

Earl Blumenauer  Ron Kind 

Lisa Blunt Rochester  Ann McLane Kuster 

Brendan F. Boyle  Conor Lamb 

Anthony G. Brown  James R. Langevin 

Julia Brownley  John B. Larson 

Cheri Bustos  Barbara Lee 

Tony Cárdenas  Alan Lowenthal 

André Carson  Stephen F. Lynch 

Ed Case  Sean Patrick Maloney 

Kathy Castor  Doris Matsui 

Judy Chu  A. Donald McEachin 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.  Gwen Moore 

Katherine Clark  Grace F. Napolitano 

Emanuel Cleaver, II  Joe Neguse 

Steve Cohen  Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Gerald E. Connolly  Ilhan Omar 

Joe Courtney  Jimmy Panetta 

TJ Cox  Chris Pappas 

Angie Craig  Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Henry Cuellar  Mark Pocan 

Danny K. Davis  Jamie Raskin 

Susan A. Davis  Harley Rouda 

Peter A. DeFazio  C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Diana DeGette  Bobby L. Rush 

Debbie Dingell  Linda T. Sánchez 

Mike Doyle  Mary Gay Scanlon 

Eliot L. Engel  Jan Schakowsky 



Dwight Evans  Bradley S. Schneider 

Lizzie Fletcher  David Scott 

Bill Foster  Terri A. Sewell 

Marcia L. Fudge  Donna E. Shalala 

Tulsi Gabbard  Albio Sires 

John Garamendi  Adam Smith 

Jesús G. “Chuy” García  Darren Soto 

Al Green  Jackie Speier 

Deb Haaland  Thomas R. Suozzi 

Alcee L. Hastings  Mark Takano 

Jahana Hayes  Bennie G. Thompson 

Brian Higgins  Mike Thompson 

Jim Himes  Rashida Tlaib 

Jared Huffman  Lori Trahan 

Pramila Jayapal  Juan Vargas 

Eddie Bernice Johnson  Susan Wild 

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.  Frederica S. Wilson 

Macy Kaptur  John Yarmuth 

William R. Keating   
 


