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Dear Friend, 

 

Thank you for reading our congressional e-newsletter.  

Our congressional office is providing this e-newsletter as an additional resource for the people of Middle and Southwest Georgia to use to stay current on issues affecting you and your families.  Please take a few minutes to read about some of the latest news taking place in Georgia’s Second Congressional District and in Washington, DC.  Also, for additional information, please visit our website at bishop.house.gov. 

 

In this week’s edition: 

· Congress Passes Bipartisan Tax Relief Package  
· Update on Implementation of the VOW to Hire Heroes Act      
· Congressional Military Family Caucus Summit – Thursday, June 14, 2012   

Congress Passes Bipartisan Tax Relief Package
Congress passed and the President signed into law H.R. 3630, the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act. This bipartisan legislation extends the payroll tax cut for 160 million Americans through the end of the year; provides jobless benefits for the unemployed; and preserves the reimbursement rate for doctors who serve Medicare patients.  You can learn more about the law by clicking on the following link. 
Update on Implementation of VOW to Hire Heroes Act 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) are currently working with other federal departments to implement the provisions of the Veterans Opportunity to Work (VOW) to Hire Heroes Act of 2011.  I sponsored this bipartisan measure in the U.S. House of Representatives, which was signed into law on November 21, 2011 (P.L. 112-56).  

The VA is taking aggressive steps to ensure that veterans are informed about the provisions of the new law.  Additionally, the Veterans Benefit Administration is working with the Veterans Housing Administration, veterans service organizations (VSO), and state and federal agencies to disseminate information about the VOW to Hire Heroes Act through hospitals, clinics, vet centers, local VSO offices, and magazines.  The VA is also exploring the development of a joint VA/DOL website to provide basic information about the law, eligibility requirements and information about the application process.  

Congressional Military Family Caucus Summit – Thursday, June 14, 2012 

On Thursday, June 14, 2012, from 8:30am – 5:00pm please join the Congressional Military Family Caucus for a Military Family Summit at the National Infantry Museum and Soldier Center on the Ft. Benning Army Base in Columbus, Georgia.  Click here to RSVP for Military Family Summit. 
The bi-partisan Congressional Military Family Caucus was founded in 2009 by Representatives Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA-05) and Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (GA-02). The Caucus seeks to educate Members of the United States Congress and their staff, the Department of Defense, the Armed Forces and the public on the wide range of issues and challenges facing our nation’s military families such as:

· The mental health impacts of war; 

· Methods to treat Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI); 

· Educational challenges facing military children; 

· Spousal employment needs;

· Health care and caregiver concerns; and 

· Addressing the needs of service members transitioning from active duty service to the civilian sector. 

Thank you for reading our e-newsletter.  Please do not hesitate to contact our office with your thoughts and concerns.  For more information, visit our website at bishop.house.gov, our Congressional Facebook page and follow us on Twitter.  We value your views and your input, which helps us better represent the people of Georgia’s Second Congressional District. 

 

Sincerely,

Congressman Sanford D. Bishop Jr.
Serving Georgia's 2nd Congressional District
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