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Dear Friend:
Thank you for reading our congressional e-newsletter which is designed to be an additional resource for the people of Middle and Southwest Georgia to use to stay current on issues affecting you and your family. 
In this edition: 

· New Grants to Help End Veterans Homelessness 

· Disaster Assistance Available for Drought Stricken Areas in Georgia 
· Health - Prevention and Wellness Resources 

· New Social Media 

· E-Newsletter Blackout Advisory
Veterans Affairs Announces New Grants to Help End Veterans Homelessness 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has invested nearly $100 million in grants to aid Veterans and their families struggling with issues surrounding homelessness. The grants, which are awarded under the VA’s Supportive Services for Veteran Families program, will help approximately 42,000 homeless and at-risk Veterans and their families. For more information, please visit the VA’s grant and program web-portal by clicking here. 
Disaster Assistance Available for Drought Stricken Areas in Georgia
For the 3rd year in a row, Georgians are suffering from an inadequate amount of rainfall. 

Last month, United States Department of Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan toured a farm in Edison, Georgia particularly affected by the drought. Due to extensive disaster conditions, many farmers in counties in southwest Georgia are also eligible for disaster assistance loans through the USDA.

To learn more about the United States Department of Agriculture disaster assistance loans for farmers, please click here. 

Additionally, the Small Business Administration has announced the availability of disaster assistance loans to small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, and small businesses engaged in aquaculture and most private non-profits that sustained damages from drought conditions in Southwest and Middle Georgia. 

To learn more about the Small Business Association disaster assistance loans, please click here. 
Health – Prevention & Wellness Resources
Under the health care law, many insurers are required to cover certain preventive services at no cost to you. For more information regarding new preventive benefits for women, free preventive care for you and your family, Medicare preventive benefits for seniors, and other services, please click here.
New Social Media
In an effort to increase communication between you and the Congressman, the office has updated its social media! For up-to-the-minute updates, pictures, and video of issues pertaining to YOU, click on the following pictures and follow Congressman Sanford Bishop!
Facebook


Twitter


YouTube


We are currently working on improving our website. If you have a suggestion, please do not hesitate in letting us know how it could be better.
E-Newsletter Blackout Advisory:
As your Representative in Congress, I take pride in keeping you up-to-date on important issues facing our state and nation. From our economy to education, from agriculture to our troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, you should know how the issues before Congress affect you and your family.
It is also important to listen to your concerns and opinions on these issues. As your voice in our nation’s capital, my job is to listen to you. That’s why I send you e-mails updating you on activities in our nation’s Capitol and asking for your thoughts and opinions.

As we approach the November general election, rules within the U.S. House of Representatives severely limit my communication with you during what is called a “blackout period” or 90 days before any election. This “blackout” period goes into effect on August 8, 2012.

In order to keep receiving news from my office over the next few months and to stay informed on the current issues before the United States Congress, you will need to officially subscribe to receive communications from my office. To do this, just click the box below. 


Sincerely,

Congressman Sanford D. Bishop Jr.
Serving Georgia's 2nd Congressional District
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